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History  of  the 
Lincoln  Trail  Hihe 


The  Lincoln  Trail  Hike  for  Boy  Scouts  originated 
in  the  mind  of  the  late  Scout  Commissioner  R.  Allan 
Stephens  of  Springfield  in  1926.  Mr.  Stephens  was 
impressed  by  the  story  of  how  Abraham  Lincoln 
on  many  occasions  walked  the  20  miles  from  New 
Salem  to  Springfield  to  borrow  books  from  his  friend, 
John  T.  Stuart,  so  that  he  might  continue  his  study 
of  law.  He  believed  that  Boy  Scouts  would  acquire 
a  greater  appreciation  of  the  obstacles  Lincoln  over¬ 
came  in  his  rise  to  the  highest  office  in  the  Nation 
if  they,  too,  would  walk  over  that  same  route. 


Lincoln  lived  at  New  Salem  from  1831  to  1837, 
from  the  time  he  was  22  years  old  until  he  was  28. 
It  was  while  living  there  that  he  became  known  as 
“Honest  Abe,”  and  gained  his  reputation  for  great 

physical  strength  by  his 
feats  with  the  ax  and  in 
wrestling  contests.  It  was 
at  New  Salem  that  he 
studied  grammar  and 
mathematics  under  Mentor 
Graham  and  his  chosen 
profession  of  law.  Books 
on  the  law  were  not  avail¬ 
able  in  New  Salem,  but 
Stuart  had  offered  to  lend 
his.  Transportation  to 
Springfield  was  difficult 
and  costly,  and  Lincoln 
could  not  afford  to  ride 
the  weekly  stagecoach.  The  only  way  left  open  for 
him  to  get  the  books  was  to  walk  to  Springfield,  and 
that  is  what  he  did,  often  making  the  round  trip  in 
a  single  day. 


This  outstanding  example  of  ambition  and  perse¬ 
verance  led  Mr.  Stephens  to  propose  that  Boy  Scouts 
be  encouraged  to  make  the  hike  from  New  Salem  to 
Springfield  as  Lincoln  had  done,  and  that  an  award 
be  made  to  the  Scouts  who  successfully  completed 
the  trip.  The  plans  were  worked  out  by  Abraham 
Lincoln  council,  a  medal  was  designed  showing  the 
face  of  Lincoln  on  one  side  and  bearing  the  words,. 

“Scout  (the  Scout’s  name) 
walked  in  Lincoln’s  steps 
(the  date),”  on  the  other. 
On  November  6,  1936,  Al¬ 
bert  Bennett  became  the 
first  Scout  to  win  a  Lin¬ 
coln  Trail  Hike  medal. 
Three  other  Springfield 
Scouts  completed  the  hike 
the  same  day.  Since  that 
time,  almost  9,000  Scouts 
from  23  states  have  made 
the  hike  and  earned  their 
medals. 
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Required 

Reading 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  by  James  Henry  Daugherty. 
Viking,  1943.  Illustrated  with  lithographs  in  two 
colors  by  the  author. 

PERSONAL  TRAITS  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  by 
Helen  Nicolay.  Appleton-Century,  1939. 

LINCOLN,  HIS  LIFE  IN  PHOTOGRAPHS,  by  Stefan 
Lorant.  Duell,  Sloane  &  Pearce,  1941. 

STORM  OVER  THE  LAND  by  Carl  Sandburg.  Har- 
court,  1942. 


Scouts  preparing  to  make  the  Lincoln  Trail 
Hike  are  required  by  Boy  Scout  Headquarters 
to  read  one  of  the  above  books  and  submit  a 
book  report.  For  other  Hike  requirements  con¬ 
sult  Abraham  Lincoln  Council,  Boy  Scouts  of 
America,  Lincoln  Theatre  Building,  329  South 
Fifth  Street,  Springfield,  Illinois. 

Your  local  library  can  help  you  in  meeting 
the  reading  requirements  for  the  Hike.  If 
your  local  library  does  not  have  the  books  you 
need,  ask  the  librarian  there  to  borrow  them 
for  you  from  the  Illinois  State  Library,  Spring- 
field.  The  books  are  sent  free;  the  patron  pays 
the  return  postage.  If  there  is  no  local  library 
service  in  the  area  where  you  live,  write  to  the 
Illinois  State  Library. 


For  Those  Who  Would 
Know  Lincoln  Retter 

ABE  LINCOLN  AND  HIS  TIMES  by  the  editors  of 
Look  magazine  and  E.  L.  Meadowcroft.  Crowell, 
1946. 

BOY’S  LIFE  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  by  Helen 
Nicolay.  Appleton-Century,  1906. 

THE  LITTLE  GIANT,  The  Story  of  Stephen  A. 
Douglas  and  Abraham  Lincoln,  by  Jeanette  Covert 
Nolan.  Messner,  1942. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  by  Enid  LaMonte  Meadow¬ 
croft.  Crowell,  1942. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  by  Agnes  Rogers.  Little,  1939. 
A  biography  in  pictures  with  accompanying  text. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN,  The  Prairie  Years,  by  Carl 
Sandburg.  Harcourt,  1929.  Abridged  edition. 
(An  abridgement  of  the  original  2  v.  edition.) 

BOY  SCOUT’S  LIFE  OF  LINCOLN  by  Ida  M.  Tarbell 
Macmillan,  1921. 
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IDENTIFICATION  OF  PICTURES 
ON  CENTER  PAGE 

NEW  SALEM 

1.  Onstott  residence. 

2.  Interior  of  Rutledge  tavern. 

3.  New  Salem  mill. 

4.  Interior  of  Onstott  residence. 

5.  Only  two-story  dwelling  in  New  Salem. 

SPRINGFIELD 

1.  Lincoln’s  Tomb. 

2.  Only  home  owned  by  Lincoln. 

3.  Sangamon  County  Court  House,  in  Lincoln’s  time 

the  State  Capitol. 

4.  Present  State  Capitol. 


A  message  to  Scouts 

Every  Boy  Scout  will  be  a  better  American  citi¬ 
zen  if  he  will  read  carefully  the  life  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  The  opportunities  which  await  every  Amer¬ 
ican  boy  under  our  system  of  government  can  be 
illustrated  no  better  than  in  the  accomplishments  of 
our  Civil  War  president.  The  entire  story  of  his  life, 
from  his  birth  in  a  log  cabin  in  Kentucky  to  his  re- 
election  as  President  of  the  United  States,  his  refusal 
to  accept  defeat  as  final  failure,  his  determination  to 
improve  his  own  mind,  his  ideals,  are  an  inspiration 
to  everyone.  No  other  nation  offers  such  possibili¬ 
ties  to  its  young  men. 

America  has  constantly  improved  its  educational 
opportunities  since  the  days  when  Lincoln  was  a 
young  man.  Where  he  had  to  walk  20  miles  to  bor¬ 
row  books,  most  American  boys  today  have  public 
libraries  within  a  reasonable  distance.  The  world’s 
knowledge  is  practically  at  their  fingertips.  Lincoln 
aided  in  that  development.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Illinois  Legislature  which  established  the  Illinois 
State  Library  in  1839. 

As  State  Librarian,  I  want  to  urge  Boy  Scouts 
to  make  constant  use  of  their  libraries — their  local 
libraries,  their  school  libraries  and  the  Illinois  State 
Library — in  preparing  for  the  Lincoln  Trail  Hike,  in 
their  school  work,  their  hobbies  and  for  recreational 
reading.  The  librarians  of  Illinois  are  anxious  to 
help  you.  Make  them  your  personal  friends. 


Health  and  Safety 
for  Highway  Hihing 

1.  Walk  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  road, 
facing  traffic;  get  off  the  pavement  as  cars  ap¬ 
proach. 

2.  Wear  comfortable  leather  shoes  and  two 
pairs  of  light  woolen  socks. 

3.  Carry  small  roll  of  adhesive  tape,  some 
gauze  and  antiseptic;  care  for  blisters  immedi¬ 
ately. 

4.  Take  frequent  short  rests. 

5.  Guard  against  windburn  and  sunburn  by 
wearing  a  broad-brimmed  hat  and  long  sleeves. 

6.  Always  be  careful. 


Printed  by  Authority  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 


